
UKS2 Science Knowledge Organiser 

Topic: Classification Connoisseurs (Living Things & Their Habitats Y6) 

 

Key questions:  

 Can you describe how living things are classified into broad groups according to common observable 
characteristics and based on similarities and differences, including microorganisms, plants and animals? 

 Can you give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on specific characteristics? 

Key Information  

Carl Linnaeus  
 
 

Back in the 18th century, a Swedish man named 
Carolus Linnaeus thought it was important to organize 
living things, and he developed a system to do just that. 
He started out interested in plants, but he ended up 
ordering all life as he knew it. We still use the essence 
of his system today. Putting animals in order like this is 
called taxonomy. 

Seven Levels of Taxonomy Linnaeus’s system has 
seven levels: 
 

1. Kingdom 
2. Phylum 
3. Class 
4. Order 
5. Family 
6. Genus 
7. Species 

Ways to remember the Linnaeus classification 
system 

A good way to remember lists is to make up a sentence 
using the first letters in a list. In this case we want to 
remember Kingdom, Phylum, Class, Order, Family, 
Genus, and Species: K, P, C, O, F, G, S 
 
Here are some sentences: 
Kids Prefer Cheese Over Fried Green Spinach. 
Koalas Prefer Chocolate Or Fruit, Generally Speaking 
King Philip Came Over For Good Spaghetti 
Keeping Precious Creatures Organized For Grumpy 
Scientists 

Did you know?   

 Humans are called homo sapiens.  

 Animals with exoskeletons like insects and crabs are part of the Phylum Arthropoda and are often called 
arthropods. 

 Under the Phylum Chordata we get the classes of animals many are familiar with such as mammals, 
amphibians, reptiles, fish and birds. 

 Sometimes organisms placed in the same group (taxon) are similar. This may be because they are 
descended from a common ancestor.  

Key vocabulary or people  

 organism 

 microorganism 

 fungus 

 bacteria 

 virus 

 fish 

 amphibian 

 reptile 

 bird 

 mammal 

 vertebrate 

 invertebrate 

 arachnid 

 mollusc 

 insect 

 crustacean 

 classification 

 classification key 

 similarities 

 differences 

 environment 
 

Challenge Vocab 
 

 kingdom 

 phylum 

 class 

 order 

 family 

 genus 

 species 

 Linnaeus 

 taxonomy 


