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Topic: States of matter 

 

Key questions: 

● I can compare and group materials together, according to whether they are solids, liquids or gases. 

● I can observe that some materials change state when they are heated or cooled, and measure or 

research the temperature at which this happens in degrees Celsius (°C). 

● I can identify the part played by evaporation and condensation in the water cycle and associate the 

rate of evaporation with temperature. 

Key facts and figures 

 

 

 

Solids keep their shape. 
Solids always take up the same amount of space. 
Solids can be held, cut or shaped. 
Even though they can be poured, sugar, salt and flour are all solids. Each grain of sugar, for 
example, keeps the same shape and volume 

Liquid   
 

Liquids can flow or be poured easily. 
Liquids change their shape depending on the container they are in. 
Even when liquids change their shape, they always take up the same amount of space – their 
volume stays the same 

 

Gases can be squashed and are often invisible. 
Gases do not have a fixed shape. They spread out and change their shape and volume to fill 
up whatever container they are in 

Did you know…? 

Gases are often invisible and assume the shape and volume of their container. 

The air we breathe is made up of different gases, but it is mostly nitrogen and oxygen. 

We can see through some solids like glass. 
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